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EDITORIALNOTE

— Hon. Linda Akon Umoh

Senior Special Assistant to the Governor on Diaspora Matters
and Akwa Ibom State Diaspora Focal Point Officer

rogress remains fragile
Pwithout trust. As Nigeria

celebrates its 65th
Independence Anniversary, this
milestone highlights the vital role
of the diaspora in our nation’s
development journey. Recent
government reforms, such as
enhanced passport services and
improved access to BVN regis-
tration, are making it easier
for Nigerians abroad to invest,
engage, and contribute meaning-
fully to the nation’s growth.

This special Independence Edition
underscores the importance of
harnessing the diaspora'’s skills,
investments, and global influ-
ence to drive economic growth
across key sectors, while also
addressing challenges such as

brain drain. By fostering greater
collaboration and inclusion,
the Akwa Ibom State Govern-
ment reaffirms its commitment
to building a State where every
Akwa Ibomite, at home or abroad,
can actively participate in sustain-
able development.

As we reflect on Nigeria's journey
since 1960, marked by remark-
able progress in education,
infrastructure, and social devel-
opment, this moment calls for
reflection and reinvention. The
diaspora community is encour-
aged to align with ongoing
national efforts, fostering trust,
innovation, and shared responsi-
bility in advancing our collective
vision for prosperity and unity.
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hat is the Nigeria
Diaspora Investment
Summit (NDIS)? The

NDIS is an annual investment
summit organized by Nigerians in
Diaspora Commission (NiDCOM)
in partnership with Nigeria
Diaspora Summit Initiative (NDSI).

The purpose of this yearly event is
to connect Nigerians living abroad
(the diaspora) with viable invest-
ment opportunities in Nigeria,
as individuals, entrepreneurs,
or through partnerships. It also
aims to showcase frameworks the
government and private sectors
have set up to make investing
back home more attractive.

Key features:

Business Pitches
Investment opportunities
Policy dialogues
Exhibitions

Networking with government
officials, diaspora investors,
businesses, and financiers.

Theme: Fast-Tracking Regional
& National Development By
Mobilising Diaspora Investment;
Date: November 11 to 13, 2025;
Venue: Conference Centre, State
House, Abuja.

For more details, registration,
exhibition and sponsorship
opportunities, please visit www.
ndisng.com
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FROM LONDON TO AKWA IBOM: ISLINGTON
MAYOR, COUNCILLOR JASON JACKSON,

MAKES HISTORIC VISIT FOR AKWA IBOM’S
S38TH ANNIVERSARY

international collaboration

and cultural diplomacy, the
Mayor of Islington, Councillor
Jason Jackson, joined dignitaries
and citizens in Uyo, Akwa Ibom
State, to commemorate the
38th anniversary of the state's
creation.

In a landmark moment for

The Mayor's visit marked a
milestone in strengthening
diaspora ties, closing the trust
gap, and inspiring a second
cultural exchange program
between Akwa Ibom and Islington.
His presence underscored the
growing partnership between
both regions—reflecting shared
values of community develop-
ment, education, and cultural
exchange.

In his address, Mayor Jackson
commended Akwa Ibom'’s
progress in governance, educa-
tion, and infrastructure, noting
that such advancements lay the
foundation for deeper interna-
tional collaboration.

A highlight of the visit was the
announcement of the Second
Cultural Exchange Program,
designed to foster mutual
learning between students in
Akwa Ibom and Islington. The
initiative will offer young people
opportunities to explore global
perspectives, develop leadership
skills, and build lasting cross-cul-
tural friendships.

Governor Umo Eno described
the visit as “a symbol of pride

for Akwa Ibom,” celebrating
Councillor Jackson'’s trailblazing
achievement as the first Nigeri-
an-born Mayor of Islington.
The Governor emphasized that
Jackson’s leadership serves as
“an inspiration to the Akwa Ibom
diaspora” and a call to strengthen
the bonds between indigenes at
home and abroad.

The visit concluded with vibrant
cultural performances, goodwill
messages, and a reaffirmation of
shared commitment to promoting
education, innovation, and inclu-
sive growth across both regions.
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STATE OF EMERGENCY IN

AKWA IBOM HEALTH SECTOR

A Call to Action for Diaspora Engagement with Healthcare

Professionals and Investors.

he momentum for
diaspora engagement
in Akwa lbom’s health-

care is building in response to a
declared state of emergency in
the sector by Governor Umo Eno,
which aims to accelerate reforms
through initiatives like upgrading
facilities and recruiting 2,000
healthcare workers. To achieve
this, the state government has set
up an inter-ministerial steering
committee, simplified the hiring
process by waiving certain
requirements for medical profes-
sionals, and explored opportuni-
ties to engage the diaspora, as
seen in the recent Akwa Ibom
Diaspora Health Dialogue.

Health professionals of Akwa
Ibom origin across Europe,
North America, and Africa are
expected to express readiness
to contribute through medical
missions, capacity-building
programs, and public-private
investment initiatives aimed at

revitalizing hospitals and primary
health centers. Investors, too,
are exploring opportunities in
medical technology, pharma-
ceutical production, and health
insurance schemes, aligning with
the state’s vision for a modern,
inclusive healthcare system.
The Senior Special Assistant on
Diaspora Matters, Hon. Linda
Akon Umoh, has stated that the
current administration remains
open to collaboration with global
partners willing to support health-
caretransformationin Akwa lbom.
Plans are underway to establish
structured platforms that facili-
tate knowledge exchange, joint
ventures, and strategic health
investments between the state
and its diaspora network.

State of Emergency and
immediate actions

« Declaration: Governor
Umo Eno declared a state
of emergency in the health
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sector in September 2025
following a review of the
healthcare development
roadmap.

+ Key directives: This decla-
ration includes upgrading
medical facilities, recruiting
2,000 new healthcare workers,
and engaging retired profes-
sionals on a contract basis.

« Simplified recruitment: The
government has waived the
VIN requirement for medical
professionals seeking employ-
ment to expedite the process.

« Oversight: An inter-ministe-
rial steering committee has
been established to oversee
the implementation of these
reforms.

Diaspora engagement and
investor interest

« Targeting the diaspora: The
state is actively seeking to
engage healthcare profes-
sionals in the diaspora to
support the emergency
reforms.

« Collaborative dialogue: The
Akwa Ibom Diaspora Health
Dialogue, held in November
2024, was a key initiative
that united the diaspora and
local health professionals to
discuss and build a robust
healthcare system.

« Investor interest: The state is
positioning itself for investor
engagement through these
reforms, aiming to attract
both diaspora professionals
and investors to revitalize the
healthcare sector.

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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OFFIGIAL
GCOMPLAINT
NUMBERS

091 3358 3120
090 7452 6448

Available

24/7

All complaints received will be documented,
investigated, and addressed accordingly

Health workers, patients, care givers, and all
citizens are therefore encouraged to make use
of these numbers when the need arises

Powered by: MINISTRY OF HEALTH, AKWA IBOM STATE

challenges across all health facil-

OFFICIAL COMPLAINT ties in the state
NUMBERS - AKWA IBOM '
STATE MINISTRY OF 09133583120 || 09074526448
HEALTH All complaints will be properly

The Ministry of Health, Akwa
Ibom State, has provided official
complaint lines available 24/7
for reporting any health-related
concerns, misconduct, or service

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters

documented, investigated, and
addressed accordingly.

Citizens are encouraged to make
use of these numbers whenever
the need arises.
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NiDCOM UPDATE: CROSS RIVER STATE
HOSTS 4TH STATE DIASPORA FOCAL
POINT OFFICER SUMMIT

Hon. Linda Akon Umoh Advocates for Local Government-Level Diaspora Units

he 4th State Diaspora Focal
I Point Officers’ Summit,
themed “Nigerians in
Diaspora as Agents for Positive
Image of Nigeria and State
Involvement as a Platform for
Diaspora Engagement in National
Development,” was recently
convened in Calabar.

Organized by the Cross River
State Diaspora Commission
(CRIDCOM) in partnership
with the Nigerians in Diaspora
Commission (NiDCOM), the
summit attracted delegates
including State Diaspora Focal
Point Officers from multiple

states and representatives of
the International Organization
for Migration (IOM).

Hon. Linda Akon Umoh, serving
as Akwa Ibom State Diaspora
Focal Point Officer (SSA Diaspora
Matters), used the platform to
advocate for the creation of local
government-level diaspora units
across Akwa Ibom State.

Key Advocacy Points:

* Grassroots Engagement:
Local government diaspora
units would allow coordina-
tion at the LGA level, ensuring

iz
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diaspora initiatives directly
meet community needs.

Data-Driven Outreach:
The units would enable
better mapping of diaspora
communities tied to specific
LGAs, facilitating targeted
investment and mentoring
partnerships.

Stakeholder Ownership:
By involving local govern-
ment officials, traditional
rulers, youth networks, and
diaspora professionals,
these units would encourage
sustainable, locally anchored
development.

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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Beyond Remittances: Hon.
Linda emphasized that
diaspora engagement encom-
passes knowledge transfer,
investment, skills exchange,
and partnerships, with local
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education, health, agriculture,
tourism, and SME mentoring.

Facilitates strategic invest-
ment matching through more
granular diaspora data.

Align these units with the state
diaspora office’s strategy.

Build linkages with diaspora
professionals abroad.

Develop monitoring and

evaluation metrics to track

government units serving
outcomes.

as the interface for these
transactions.

Summary & Outlook

Hon. Linda's participation under-
scores Akwa Ibom State’s commit-
ment to national diaspora policy
and Governor Umo Eno’s drive to
close the diaspora trust gap.

By decentralizing diaspora
engagement, Akwa I|bom
positions itself to unlock diaspora
potential at the grassroots,
creating sustainable development
pathways for every community.

Implications for Akwa lbom
State’s ARISE Agenda:

« Deepens diaspora engage-
ment beyond the state capital,

Next Steps for
extending to every LGA.

Implementation:

* Mobilizes global Akwa 1 Establish guidelines for LG
Ibomites for local projects in diaspora units.

| — § b |

STATE DIASPORA
_FOCALPOINT SUMMIT

STATE DIASF
FOCAL POINT SU

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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INDUSTRIALIZATION UPDATE:
GOVERNOR UMO ENO SETS AGENDA FOR
GLOBAL STAKEHOLDERS IN TREE CROP
PRODUCTION

government areas. The exercise, taking place in
selected communities, is being carried out exclu-
sively by certified and authorized personnel to
ensure transparency and accuracy in data collection.

This agenda also sets the tone for strategic collab-
oration with the private sector, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), and development partners,
who will provide the financial capacity, technical
expertise, and regulatory support necessary to
ensure the programme’s sustainability.

This landmark initiative underscores the admin-
istration’s unwavering commitment to building
a resilient, diversified, and inclusive agricultural
economy in Akwa Ibom State.

overnor Umo Eno has unveiled strategic

plans to launch the Tree Crop Revolution

in November 2025, marking a bold step
toward agricultural diversification and sustainable
economic growth in Akwa Ibom State.

The initiative, to be spearheaded by the Akwa
Ibom State Agricultural Development Programme
(AKADEP), is designed to reposition the state as a
major player in global tree crop production, with a
particular emphasis on revitalizing oil palm cultiva-
tion. The new Tree Crops Development Programme
seeks to boost agricultural productivity, generate
employment, and reduce the state’s reliance on
crude oil revenues.

As part of preparatory activities, the state govern-
ment commenced a free enumeration of oil palm
farmers on October 23, 2025, across all local

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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GOVERNOR UMO ENO ATTENDS
DAVIDO 5IVE TOUR NIGERIA IN
UYO ALONGSIDE FANS

The Governor of Akwa Ibom
State, Pastor Umo Eno, on
Sunday, October 26, 2025,
joined thousands of music lovers
at the Godswill Akpabio Inter-
national Stadium, Uyo, for the
Davido Five Alive Tour Nigeria
concert.

Governor Eno was accompanied
by members of the State Execu-
tive Council, lawmakers from
the Akwa Ibom State House of
Assembly, industry leaders, and
other dignitaries.

The event also served as a desti-
nation marketing campaign,
positioning Akwa Ibom as a
preferred hub for tourism and
entertainment in Nigeria. The

tour provided a global platform
for Akwa Ibom’s homegrown
music talents to showcase their
creativity alongside Davido,
reflecting the state’s growing
presence in the national enter-
tainment scene.

The nationwide tour, which
commenced in Uyo on October
26 and is scheduled to conclude
on December 25, 2025, in Lagos,
attracted fans from within and
outside the state, making it one
of the year's most remarkable
entertainment highlights.

Governor Eno’s participation
underscored his administra-
tion's commitment to advancing
tourism, entertainment, and

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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youth engagement as key pillars
of Akwa Ibom'’s creative economy.

Global music icon Davido deliv-
ered a spectacular performance,
thrilling the enthusiastic crowd
with a blend of his timeless hits
and new releases. The atmos-
phere inside the stadium was
electric—filled with excitement,
unity, and national pride.

In his remarks, Governor Eno
commended the organizers
for choosing Uyo as the tour's
opening venue and reaffirmed
his administration’s readiness to
supportinitiatives that showcase
Akwa |bom as a safe, vibrant,
and welcoming destination for
entertainment and investment.
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NiDCOM’S VISION AND
ACHIEVEMENTS

Connecting Nigerians Abroad to Opportunities at Home

Statistics

Unitsd Arab Emirates

r-lj‘he Nigerians in Diaspora
Commission (NiDCOM)
was established by the
Nigeria in Diaspora Commis-
sion (Establishment) Act, 2017,
to engage Nigerians abroad in
the policies and development
processes of the nation. Its
mandate is to harness the human,
financial, and intellectual capital
of Nigerians in the Diaspora for
the socio-economic, cultural, and
political advancement of Nigeria.
Since its operationalization in
May 2019 under the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, NiDCOM has
developed diverse programmes
that strengthen the link between
the Nigerian government and its
diaspora communities worldwide.

Key Objectives
NiDCOM'’s core mission is to:

of registration on the data mapping portal. (August 2023)

Australia

Benin
Garmany

Céte divoire

Canada

China, People’s Republic of

ssssss

United Kingdom of Great Britain and

+ Engage, enable, and empower
Nigerians in the Diaspora (the
3Es).

+ Serve as a policy and advisory
body to the Federal Govern-
ment on diaspora-related
issues.

+ Coordinate and promote
contributions from Nigerians
abroad to accelerate national
development.

Major Programmes and
Achievements

National Diaspora Policy

Approved by the Federal Execu-
tive Council (FEC) in April 2021,
this policy provides a framework
for effective diaspora engage-
ment. It ensures that Nigerians
abroad can actively participate in
governance, investment, knowl-
edge transfer, and humanitarian
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NIGERIANS IN DIASPORA COMMISSION

initiatives aligned with national
growth.

Diaspora Data Mapping and
Registration Portal

Launched on June 29, 2021,
the online registry enables the
collection of data on Nigerians
abroad—their skills, professions,
and locations—creating a bridge
for communication and partici-
pation in national programmes.
The portal is accessible via https://

nidcom.gov.ng/registry.

Diaspora Remittances

Remittances remain the largest
source of foreign exchange to
Nigeria. From $23.81 billion
in 2019, inflows fell during
the COVID-19 pandemic but
rebounded to $22 billion in 2022,
maintaining Nigeria’s leadership
in Sub-Saharan Africa. NiDCOM
continues to promote formal
remittance channels and diaspora
investment.

State Diaspora Focal Point
Offices (SDFPOs)

Thirty-four (34) states and the
FCT now have SDFPOs serving as
coordination hubs for diaspora
engagement at the state level.
These offices foster partnerships
between indigenes abroad and
their home states. Notably, Akwa
Ibom State, under Governor Umo
Eno, established its Diaspora

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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Office led by Ms. Linda Umoh as
SDFPO.

Presidential Diaspora Town
Hall Meetings

NiDCOM coordinates sessions
where the President meets
Nigerians abroad during official
trips. These have been held in
countries including the USA, UK,
France, South Africa, and India.
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu,
GCFR, reaffirmed diaspora inclu-
sion as a central pillar of his
foreign policy agenda.

Diaspora Weekly TV
Programme

Airing on NTA International, WAP
TV, and BEN TV London, the show
features successful Nigerians
abroad and promotes positive
national image, with an open
invitation for diaspora associa-
tions to participate.

National Diaspora
Day (July 25)

Recognized by the Federal
Government, this annual event
celebrates Nigerians in the
Diaspora and their impact. The
hybrid 2024 edition drew over
10,000 participants both virtually
and onsite in Abuja.

Nigeria Diaspora Investment
Summit (NDIS)

Held annually since 2018, NDIS
connects diaspora investors
with business and government
stakeholders. The 6th edition was
hosted in November 2023, with
the 2024 summit planned for
November 2024. It is a private-
sector-driven initiative promoting
diaspora-led investments.

November 2025 - Vol. 1 Issue 2
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Nigeria Diaspora Investment
Trust Fund (NDITF)

NiDCOM is finalizing the establish-
ment of this fund as a dedicated
vehicle for diaspora investments.
Registration with the Corporate
Affairs Commission is nearing
completion, with launch expected
in 2024.

Diaspora Medical Missions

NiDCOM supports medical
missions led by Nigerian doctors
abroad, offering free medical
services in underserved commu-
nities. The Association of Nigerian
Physicians in the Americas (ANPA)
held its 2024 mission in Abia
State, among others.

Diaspora Mortgage Programme

In partnership with the Federal
Mortgage Bank of Nigeria (FMBN)
and the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN), this initiative provides
Nigerians abroad with access
to mortgage loans to purchase
homes in Nigeria without being
physically present. The pilot
launch will take place in the USA.

Diaspora Quarterly
Lecture Series

A platform for dialogue on critical
diasporaissues. The 2024 sessions
addressed the New International
Passport Policy (February) and
Student Issues in the Diaspora
(July), fostering government-di-
aspora collaboration.

Diaspora Intervention
Programme

Through collaboration with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Humanitarian Affairs, NiDCOM
coordinates evacuations and

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters

crisis interventions for distressed
Nigerians abroad. Major opera-
tions have included evacuations
from South Africa, Ukraine, Libya,
UAE, India, Saudi Arabia, and
Sudan.

Badagry Door of
Return Festival

This heritage festival reconnects
the Historic African Diaspora
with their ancestral roots in
Nigeria. Revived in 2023 after
the pandemic, the 2024 edition
is planned for October in partner-
ship with Lagos State and the
private sector.

National Diaspora
Merit Awards

Initiated in 2023, the awards
honour Nigerians abroad who
significantly impact national
development and enhance
Nigeria’'s global image. The 2024
edition was held on July 26, 2024,
in Abuja.

Conclusion

NiDCOM has become a strategic
institution driving the integra-
tion of the Nigerian Diaspora
into the country’s development
process. Through innovative
programmes—spanning invest-
ment, policy, data, and humani-
tarian engagement—the Commis-
sion continues to strengthen
Nigeria's global network and
reputation. Its collaborative
model with states, including Akwa
Ibom, and diaspora associations,
ensures that Nigerians abroad
remain key partners in national
transformation.
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Akwa Ibom Diaspo

Connecting Health. Changing Lives.

A Global Charitable Organization Advancing Access
to Healthcare, Education & Research

Who We Are 4

ADHP is an independent non-profit (501c3) global network of healthcare professionals
of Akwa Ibom State origin in the diaspora, and friends of Akwa Ibom State, dedicated to
providing charitable, scientific, and educational healthcare services to strengthen
health systems through advocacy, training, dialogue, partnerships and investments,
coordinated by specialized healthcare professionals in collaboration with the
Government of Akwa Ibom State.

Our Vision Our Mission
A world where everyone, regardless To promote health equity, deliver high
of location or circumstance, enjoys quality medical services, humanitarian
access to quality healthcare, aid, and advance medical education
education, and wellness and research, —bridging gaps in
opportunities. healthcare access locally and globally.
What We Do
Capacity Building & Education Medical Missions & Health Promotion
Research & Innovation Community Development & Advocacy
Digital Health & Technology Build Global Partnerships and Networks
Health Infrastructure Development for Emergency Medical Services &
Healthcare Delivery Humanitarian Aid
Who We Serve

Serving communities in the United States, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria,
Africa, and communities around the world.

L

thprofessionals.org || http://www.ibomhealthprofessionals.org/

-
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Our Global Impact Goals

Advance high-quality healthcare delivery in Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria, Africa, and communities globally
Improve health outcomes among diaspora and home communities

Mobilize diaspora health professionals to contribute skills locally and globally
Invest in sustainable health infrastructure development

Support medical tourism, technical exchange, and collaborative networks

Donate medical equipment, Volunteer your expertise
pharmaceuticals, and locally or abroad
health supplies

Sponsor trainings and Support our research and
universal health access advocacy initiatives
initiatives

Join Us

AKWA |IBOM DIASPORA HEALTH

PROFESSIONALS(ADHP)
WhatsApp group

Join us to create a healthier, empowered, and
connected global diaspora community.

Be part of the movement to build a healthier
Akwa lbom State.

g WhatsApp Group

https://chat.whatsapp.com/LGV3tQp0OISECU4pcCOHvVX

Contact Us

= info@ibomhealthprofessionals.or Scan or upload this QR code using
the WhatsApp Camera to join the group

@ http://www.ibomhealthprofessionals.org/

Thank you for believing in our vision.

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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DIASPORA TOURISM ON
THE RISE INAKWA IBOM

A Year-Round Tourism Calendar Anchored

by Christmas Festivities

kwa Ibom State, in Nigeria’'s
ASouth—South region, has

emerged as one of the
fastest-growing destinations for
diaspora and cultural tourism.
This began with Governor Umo
Eno’s innovative strategy with the
December-centric celebration —
the Akwa Ibom Christmas Carols
Festival and Christmas Village,
which hosts the 32-day Christmas
Unplugged festival.

An innovation in the State govern-
ment tourism master plan that is
now impacting an all-year-round
tourism calendar, attracting both
local and international visitors,
particularly members of the
Nigerian and African diaspora.

The Christmas Festivities as
the Tourism Anchor

The Akwa lbom Christmas
Unplugged and Christmas Carols
Festival (often held at the Unity
Park, Uyo) draws thousands of
visitors from across Nigeria and
abroad. It features over 10,000
choristers, local church choirs,
global gospel artists, and inter-
national guests.

The Christmas Village / Park runs
for about 32 days, transforming
Uyo into a cultural and entertain-
ment hub filled with local food,
music, art, and performances
from all 31 local government
areas.

In 2023 and 2024, reports noted
the presence of tourists from

the Nigerian diaspora and other
countries, signaling growing
diaspora participation in the
festivities.

The state government and
tourism board actively market
the festival as an international
event showcasing “Akwa Ibom to
the world".

Expanding Beyond December,
A Year-Round Tourism Vision

Governor Umo Eno’s administra-
tion has introduced an “All-Year
Tourism Calendar”, which
supports tourism promoters in:

+ Easter & Summer events -
including heritage tours, Ibom
Tropicana shows, and culinary
festivals.

* Cultural and traditional festi-
vals - Ekpe, Ekong, and agro
tourism celebrations across
local government areas are
now being documented and
promoted for domestic and
diaspora audiences.

+ Gastronomy and eco-tourism
- leveraging attractions such
as Ibom Icon Golf Resort,
Ibeno Beach, Blue River
tourism, and the newly
launched tourism clusters.

* Faith-based tourism - contin-
uing to use the Carols Festival
and pilgrimage experiences
to attract diaspora Christians
and cultural tourists.

AKWA IBOM DIASPORA E%[
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This strategy aims to ensure
that tourism activity and arrivals
do not drop after Christmas,
but instead remain consistent
throughout the year.

The Diaspora Dimension

Akwa Ibom’s growing diaspora
community in Europe, North
America, and Africa is increas-
ingly targeted through diaspora
engagement platforms and digital
campaigns.

The Akwa Ibom State Directorate
on Diaspora Matters is working
on modalities for collaborating
with the Akwa Ibom State Hotels
and Tourism Board to promote
“Return to Roots” initiatives that
reconnect Akwa Ibom indigenes
abroad with their heritage
through festivals, investment
tours, and genealogy tourism.

Looking Ahead

The state's new strategy envisions:

« ASustainable Tourism Master
Plan aligning tourism, culture,
and diaspora engagement
backed by a tourism summit.

+ Development of tourism
clusters (beach, heritage,
entertainment, and
eco-zones) to distribute
visitors beyond Uyo.

« Strengthened public-private
partnerships and diaspora
investment frameworks.

+ Branding Akwa Ibom as
“Nigeria’s Cleanest, Safest,
and Happiest Destination” —
aslogan now being adopted in
tourism promotion materials.

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL TIPS
FOR DIASPORA RETURNING TO
THE HOMELAND

A Guide for Akwa Ibom Diaspora Travelers

=
4

hether you're heading
home for the holidays,
family visits, business,

or community projects, traveling
as a member of the diaspora
carries both excitement and
responsibility. You're not just a
visitor—you're a bridge between
worlds. Returning home offers a
chance to reconnect with your
roots, strengthen family ties, and
contribute to your homeland’s
growth.

Here are key international travel
tips tailored for Akwa Ibom
diaspora travelers preparing to
journey home.

Plan Ahead — Home Is
Familiar, Yet Evolving

« Even if you grew up there,
your homeland may have
changed significantly.

* Check travel advisories, entry

requirements, and local
regulations before you go.

+  Bookflights early—fares often
spike during festive or peak
seasons (especially December
and summer holidays.

+ Consider local airlines like
Ibom Air for regional connec-
tions—they often offer better
routes and reliability.

Travel Documents
& Health Essentials

Before you pack your bags,
ensure all paperwork and health
documentation are in order:

+ Passport: Valid for at least six
months beyond your travel
dates.

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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Visas: Depending on your
citizenship, you may need
an entry visa. Dual nationals
should confirm the require-
ments for both passports

Vaccinations: A yellow fever
card is mandatory in many
African countries. Check for
updates on COVID-19, cholera,
or malaria precautions.

Travel insurance: Cover
health, cancellations, and lost
luggage—it's always worth it.

Financial Preparedness

Money matters can make or
break a trip—plan wisely.

Notify your bank before trave-
ling to prevent blocked cards
abroad.

Carry a mix of payment
options: cash (USD or Euros),
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local currency, and digital
wallets.

Use official exchange
channels—avoid the black
market.

Support local businesses, but
stay aware of spending and
tipping customs.

Pack Smart, Blend Comfort
with Culture

Pack for practicality, comfort,
and respect for local norm

Dress appropriately for both
climate and culture.

Include essentials: power
adapters, power banks,
unlocked phones, sunscreen,
mosquito repellent, reusable
water bottles, and prescrip-
tion meds.

Bring simple, thoughtful
gifts for hosts, family, or
schools—they go a long way
in expressing gratitude.

Stay Digitally Connected

Staying connected helps
you navigate and share your
journey.

Get a local SIM card or
eSIM—data plans are often
affordable.

Download essential apps:
Bolt, Uber, Google Maps,
Maps.me, translation tools,
and mobile payment apps.

Document your trip respect-
fully—ask permission before
photographing or filming
people.

Reconnect, Don't Just Visit

Returning home is about
connection, not tourism.

+  Spend time with family elders,
local schools, and community
centers.

* Relearn local greetings or
dialect—a small effort that
earns big smiles,

* Support local artisans and
small businesses—diaspora
patronage strengthens
communities.

* Join or initiate volunteer
projects that leave a lasting
impact.

Stay Safe & Culturally Aware

+ Blend in, stay alert, and
embrace local culture
respectfully.

+ Avoid displaying wealth or
valuables.

+ Keepdigital and printed copies
of important documents.

« Know basic laws and
etiquette—from greetings to
time consciousness.

* Bepatientand open-minded—
home may surprise you in
both good and challenging
ways.

Manage Expectations &
Celebrate the Experience

* Things may work differently
back home—and that’s okay.

* Infrastructure, timing, and
service levels may differ,
patience is key

* Reconnect through food,
language, and people.

+ Explore both urban and
rural sides of Akwa Ibom—
the homeland is beautifully
diverse.
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* Think long-term: mentorship,
skill-sharing, or community
investment can extend your
impact beyond your visit.

Give Back Digitally

After your trip, your voice still
matters.

* Share authentic stories
highlighting both progress
and potential.

* Promote local creatives,
businesses, and causes
online.- Stay engaged with
diaspora and home-based
networks.

+ Use your digital influence
responsibly—diaspora story-
telling shapes how the world
sees your homeland.

Travel With Purpose

Every trip “home” is a chance
to bridge worlds. Go beyond
nostalgia—use your experiences,
skills, and networks to invest,
inspire, and uplift.

“You may have left home,
but home never left you.”

In conclusion:

Traveling back to Akwa Ibom
or anywhere in your ancestral
homeland—isn't just a journey
across miles. It's a journey across
identity, memory, and purpose.
Travel well, stay grounded, and let
every visit strengthen the bridge
between your two worlds.

© Office of SSA to the Akwa Ibom State Governor, Diaspora Matters
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DIASPORA SPOTLIGHT:
Ofonime “Elfonnie”

Inokon-Anusionwu
— Bridging Continents Through Digital Media and Purpose

fonime “Elfonnie”
Inokon-Anusionwu
stands at the intersec-

tion of digital innovation, African
storytelling, and global impact.
A devoted wife to Dr. Reagan
Anusionwu and mother of three,
she embodies the modern face
of the Nigerian diaspora, one
that uses creativity, intellect, and
compassion to connect commu-
nities across continents

Rooted Beginnings,
Global Vision

Born to parents from lkot Abasi
Local Government Area in Akwa

Ibom State, Nigeria, Elfonnie’s
childhood was shaped by a blend
of urban and rural experiences.
Though raised partly in Uyo,
her father's work as an electoral
officer often took the family to
remote communities, a journey
that would later influence her
understanding of rural develop-
ment and social responsibility.

After completing her secondary
education in Nigeria, Elfonnie
moved to the United States,
where she earned a Bachelor of
Science in Health Science from
Stony Brook University (2005)
and a Master’s in Civil Engineering
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(Environmental/Water Resources)
from the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte. This
multidisciplinary background —
spanning health, engineering,
and digital media — would later
become the foundation of her
work as a global changemaker.

Reimagining African Identity

in the Digital Space

As Editor-in-Chief of Style Rave,
a digital lifestyle and fashion
platform, Elfonnie has built a
media brand that transcends
aesthetics. To her, Style Rave
is not just a magazine but a
movement, a digital ecosystem
that merges fashion, culture,
identity, and commerce. She has
trained writers and editors across
the world, fostering a global edito-
rial community that amplifies
African creativity while appealing
to international audiences.

Her media philosophy is simple
yet profound:

“Itis only through
journalism that Africans

-an change the world’s
perspective about who
they really are.

Under her leadership, Style Rave
has evolved from a lifestyle
blog into a “media-to-shopping”
company, integrating story-
telling, editorial voice, and digital
commerce. Through this innova-
tive model, she has positioned
African media not merely as a
platform for consumption but
as a tool for economic empow-
erment and cultural diplomacy.

Beyond Style Rave, Elfonnie
also serves as Director of
Digital Operations at SouthEnd



